Brief Report of 5 Days FDP on “Integrating Indian Knowledge Systems in Modern Education: An NEP-2020 Perspective” organized by AIU-SU-AADC,December 16-20, 2024

Sangam University AIU-SU-AADC, in collaboration with All India Universities-Academic Administrative Development Center, organized a five-day Faculty Development Program (FDP) titled “Integrating Indian Knowledge Systems in Modern Education: An NEP-2020 Perspective” from December 16 to December 20, 2024. The program aimed to explore the relevance and integration of Indian Knowledge Systems within the framework of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.The FDP featured a series of enriching sessions led by distinguished scholars, academicians, and experts in diverse areas of Indian knowledge and culture. It sought to bridge the gap between traditional wisdom and modern educational practices, fostering a holistic, interdisciplinary approach to education while reconnecting it with India’s cultural heritage and historical insights
Over 50 academicians and researchers participated in this event, which featured 10 interactive sessions led by eminent scholars across various disciplines, including management, humanities, medical sciences, and technology. Each day, two sessions were conducted, exploring topics such as Indian knowledge systems, ancient texts, environmental sustainability, and holistic health.

Inaugural Session

The inaugural session, held on December 16, 2024, was graced by Chief Guest Prof. B.P. Sharma, Chairman of UNESCO-MGIEP, and Guest of Honor Prof. Anil Kothari. Prof. Sharma delivered a keynote address on “Bhartiya Gyan Parampara: Ek Sihavalokan,” emphasizing the intellectual richness of ancient Indian texts like the Vedas and Upanishads. He highlighted their relevance in modern education for fostering innovation and critical thinking. Prof. Kothari underscored the enduring significance of traditions like yoga, Ayurveda, and mathematics, advocating for their integration into contemporary education.Ms. Ranjana Parihar, Joint Secretary of AIU, commended Sangam University for hosting this transformative program.

Key Sessions and Highlights:
Day 1 (December 16, 2024)
Session I: Bhartiya Gyan Parampara: Ek Sihavalokan: Prof. B.P. Sharma emphasized the vast potential of IKS in shaping modern education, urging educators to draw inspiration from Indian traditions to enhance learning outcomes.

Session II: Significance of IKS in Modern Education and NEP 2020: Prof. Karunesh Saxena, Vice-Chancellor, Sangam University, elaborated on the alignment of IKS with NEP 2020. He introduced the four pillars of IKS—Philosophy, Science, Arts, and Spirituality—and suggested innovative teaching methods, such as using audiovisual technology to engage younger generations.

Day 2 (December 17, 2024)
Session III: Geographical Insights in Ancient Indian Texts: Prof. Kashmir Bhatt highlighted the significance of ancient Indian texts in contemporary geography. He encouraged integrating cultural and geographical studies into education, emphasizing research on traditional knowledge systems.

Session IV: Sources of Indian Knowledge System and Pedagogy Since Ages
Prof. P.N. Mishra discussed pedagogical practices derived from scriptures like the Vedas, Upanishads, and Arthashastra. He emphasized interactive teaching methods and critical thinking as part of India’s educational heritage.

Day 3 (December 18, 2024)
Session V: Relevance of Bhagavad Gita for Management: Prof. P.N. Mishra reflected on the Bhagavad Gita’s lessons for leadership and ethics. He emphasized empathy, karma philosophy, and detached involvement as vital principles for effective management.

Session VI: Indian Literature, Culture, and Knowledge Traditions:Shri Anil Saxena explored the enduring significance of epics like the Ramayana and Mahabharata, linking their teachings to positivity and spirituality in modern education.

Day 4 (December 19, 2024)
Session VII: Environmental Sustainability in Ancient Indian Practices: Prof. Rashmi Saxena emphasized indigenous methods for environmental conservation, integrating traditional agricultural practices with modern technologies to promote sustainability.

Session VIII: Indian Health System: Ancient to Modern: Dr. Surendra Peepliwal discussed the evolution of India’s healthcare system, blending Ayurveda, Yoga, and Siddha with modern medical advancements. He demonstrated simple yoga techniques to promote health and well-being.

Day 5 (December 20, 2024)
Session IX: “Indian Knowledge System : Unveiling Comprehensive Terminologies and bridging Traditional and Contemporary Knowledge Systems”: Prof. Ashok Kumar Gupta underscored the interconnectedness of Indian and global cultures, advocating the integration of traditional knowledge into modern curricula to promote inclusive and comprehensive learning.

Valedictory Session

The FDP concluded with a valedictory session attended by Chief Guest Prof. Ramesh Sharda (Oklahoma State University), Prof. Arun Kumar (University of Allahabad, online), and Guest of Honor Dr. S.N. Modani. The session underscored the transformative potential of IKS in modern education, aligning with NEP 2020's goals. 

Feedback: Participants provided overwhelmingly positive feedback, appreciating the depth of content and the expertise of the speakers. Many expressed a commitment to incorporating IKS into their teaching practices to enhance educational outcomes and foster a culturally rich learning environment.

Conclusion: The FDP successfully bridged the gap between traditional and modern knowledge systems, empowering educators to create inclusive, innovative, and culturally enriched learning environments. It marked a significant step towards integrating IKS into modern education, as envisioned by NEP 2020.



