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Report
The Association of Indian Universities, in collaboration with the Academic and Administrative Development Centre at Vivekananda Global University Jaipur, organized a comprehensive six-day Faculty Development Program (FDP) on "Research Methods: Econometrics Using SPSS & EViews." Held from 24th June to 29th June 2024, this offline event aimed at enhancing the skills of research scholars and faculty members in econometric analysis.
The primary objectives of the FDP were to enable participants to gain proficiency in utilizing SPSS & EViews software for econometric analysis, including data importing, cleaning, and management. Additionally, it aimed to develop their skills in applying basic and advanced econometric techniques and to help them interpret and communicate the results of econometric analyses effectively.
The FDP was inaugurated by Prof. Santosh Kumar, Acting President, Vivekananda Global University, who highlighted the importance of advanced research methods in academia and encouraged participants to make the most of this opportunity to enhance their research capabilities. He emphasized the role of such programs in bridging the gap between theoretical knowledge and practical application, which is crucial for impactful research.
The program was conducted by two eminent resource persons, Dr. Raghavendra A. N., and Dr. Gnanendra M., from CHRIST (Deemed to be University), Bangalore. Both resource persons emphasized the importance of using econometric research methods with SPSS & EViews, providing practical insights and hands-on training to the participants.
Over the six days, a range of topics was covered, beginning with an overview of the SPSS interface, data entry, and coding on the first day, along with fundamentals of hypotheses testing. The second day delved into one-way and two-way ANOVA, correlation and regression analysis, principal component analysis (PCA), and various non-parametric tests. The third day focused on understanding R² and adjusted R² metrics, classical linear regression models (CLRM), and time series analysis, including ARIMA and ARMA models, and structural break points.
Day four was dedicated to volatility analysis, including measuring variance and models such as T-ARCH, E-GARCH, and ARCH in mean models. Multivariate modelling, cointegration, vector error correction model (VECM), vector autoregression (VAR), and the Granger-causality test were covered on the fifth day. The final day introduced participants to panel data analysis, the seemingly unrelated regression (SUR) method, random effect models, and addressed the endogeneity problem in econometric models.
A total of 15 participants enthusiastically engaged in the FDP, reflecting the program's appeal and relevance to research scholars and faculty members. 
In conclusion, the six-day Faculty Development Program on "Research Methods: Econometrics Using SPSS & EViews" was a resounding success. It provided participants with in-depth knowledge and practical skills in econometric analysis using SPSS and EViews, thereby enhancing their research capabilities and professional development. The insights and hands-on training received during the program will undoubtedly assist participants in implementing these advanced research methods in their respective work settings.
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