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        AIU-AI-AADC 

         Second Short-Term Capacity Building Programme for the year 2025 on
“Transforming Visual Communication Education with Artificial Intelligence ”
             
17th March to 21st  March 2025 (5 Days) - Online Mode


The AIU-AI-AADC (Association of Indian Universities - Avinashilingam Institute - Academic & Administrative Development Centre), Centre for Machine Learning and Intelligence and Department of Visual Communication jointly organized its Second Short-Term Capacity Building Program on “Transforming Visual Communication Education with Artificial Intelligence” for 2025 from 17th March to 21st March 2025. The program aimed to provide a comprehensive understanding of AI concepts and their applications in visual communication. The participants were provided with an overview of contemporary AI tools and techniques relevant to visual communication education. The programme enabled the participants to understand the various AI practices in the fields of design, newsrooms and other audio-visual media. They were given hands-on experience with AI-powered design and teaching and research tools to promote innovative and collaborative teaching and research strategies for visual communication. Thirty-two participants from diverse institutions attended online sessions, focusing on integration of Visual Communication education and artificial intelligence. 

The inaugural programme started with a prayer song. The welcome address was given by                    Dr. K. Ramya, Coordinator of the Academic and Administrative Development Centre. The overview of the sessions in the programme was given by Dr. V. Jayashree, Head i/c, Department of Visual Communication. The presidential address was given by Dr. Shobhana Kokkadan, Dean, School of Arts and Social Sciences. The inaugural address was given by Mr. Trotsky Marudhu and the Vote of Thanks was given by Dr. P. Subashini, Coordinator, Centre for Machine Learning and Intelligence.

Day 1 included sessions conducted by Mr. M. Trotsky Marudu, President, Dr. MGR Institute of Film and Television Technology, Chennai, on the topic "Overview of AI tools for Creative Industries". He discussed the evolution of various forms of communication, emphasizing the transition from print to the internet. Recalling his fascination with comic books during childhood, he described how cartoons and comic storytelling inspired his interest in animation. He explained that what once required teams of artists working for months can now be accomplished with AI tools. He observed the rapid growth of AI illustrations in Chinese and Japanese art and noted the lack of regional cultural nuances in outputs generated using tools like ChatGPT. He concluded by sharing his plans to establish a centre for digital excellence at the MGR Institute that would host camps and workshops for young artists and Visual Communication students. 
The second session, “AI Tools for Storyboarding and Animation,” was conducted by Mr. Venkatesh, Assistant Professor, School of Animation Media Studies, Subbalakshmi Lakshmipathy College of Science, Madurai. He introduced participants to AI tools used in storytelling and animation, including ChatGPT, Leonardo.ai, and Canva. He emphasized experimentation with various tools and the importance of customization to meet specific content needs. His presentation demonstrated how AI can enhance storytelling and academic content creation.

Day 2 featured sessions by Dr. Dinesh Babu, Assistant Professor, Department of Visual Media and Communication, Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham, Kochi Campus. The first session, “Research Writing through AI Tools,” introduced a wide range of AI tools including Elicit, Scispace, Connected Papers, Consensus, Litmaps, Research Rabbit, R Discovery, Ask R Discovery, Answer the Public, Hemingway, Quillbot, Writefull, Datatab, Jenni.ai, Paperpile, Mendeley, Zotero, Ethos, Zenodo, and BASE for research purposes such as literature review, idea generation, paraphrasing, data analysis, and reference management. Tools like Gamma.ai for presentations and Beatoven.ai, Eleven Labs.io, Runway ML, Deepmotion, and NotebookLM for sound and video editing were also introduced. The session highlighted how AI enhances academic productivity. 

The second session was conducted by Mrs. R. Sujatha, Deputy Editor, The Hindu. She explained the relevance of ethical journalism, using real-life examples and guiding participants on identifying misinformation by asking critical questions regarding the source, context, completeness, and evidence of information. She also demonstrated the use of verified government websites for fact-checking and assigned research-based topics as takeaways for participants.

Day 3 began with a session on “Artificial Intelligence for Sound Engineering” by Dr. P. Subhashini, Coordinator, Centre for Machine Learning and Artificial Intelligence, Avinashilingam Institute. She gave an overview of AI's role in transforming sound engineering practices. The session included demonstrations of TTS tools, voice modulation, deep learning for speech recognition, and the application of GANs in creating sound textures and audio synthesis. Participants actively engaged in discussions and learned about real-world AI applications in sound processing. 

The second session was on “Generative AI in Visual Content Creation” by Dr. Linda Sherin, Assistant Professor, Centre for Machine Learning and Artificial Intelligence. She covered AI models like DALL·E, Stable Diffusion, and platforms like Runway ML. She emphasized the impact of generative AI on marketing and content creation, enabling highly detailed image generation and customization. 

The day concluded with the third and fourth sessions led by Mr. Dhanushwaran, Faculty, Image Creative Education, Coimbatore, on "UI/UX for Next Gen Powered by AI". He demonstrated tools like Figma and Canva and showed how AI tools including ChatGPT could enhance UI/UX design through effective prompt engineering. Participants appreciated the live demonstrations and learned how to apply these tools in real-world interface design.


The session on Day 4, led by Mr. Jerry Wilson, a trainer and freelancer specializing in video editing, photography, and software tools such as Adobe Photoshop, After Effects, Adobe Premiere, Final Cut Pro, Autodesk Maya, and Blender, began with an introduction to the history of AI technology and its role in generating realistic images. Mr. Wilson demonstrated how AI has revolutionized digital media by enabling the creation of highly realistic images through advanced algorithms. He explained the usage of various paid and free software tools, including ChatGPT, Prompts, and Adobe Express, providing practical insights. The session encouraged participants to actively engage with the tools, ask questions, and gain clarity through demonstrations. Participants found the session to be enriching, gaining an understanding of how AI can seamlessly transform images and open new creative possibilities in digital media. The key takeaway was the importance of continuing to experiment, innovate, and pushing the boundaries of digital art. The session concluded with a Q&A session, allowing participants to address any remaining doubts.

In the afternoon, Dr. Umesh Arya, Former Dean of GJ University, Hisar, presented on the role of AI in content generation for newsrooms. He discussed how various media houses use both generic AI tools and customized tools to generate content, emphasizing the critical role of prompt engineering in obtaining relevant and authentic information. Dr. Arya highlighted how AI tools have significantly improved time management in the media industry. In the next session, Dr. Arya focused on the ethical considerations in using AI tools in journalism. He noted the lack of a universally agreed code of conduct for AI in journalism, making ethical issues subjective. He delved into concepts such as synthetic data, algorithms of oppression, and unconscious psychology, discussing their relevance to AI’s role in journalism.

Day 5 began with Dr. Uma Shankar Pandey, Associate Professor and Head at Surendranath College for Women, Kolkata, speaking on the emerging trends in AI for media and communication research. Dr. Pandey highlighted the importance of Natural Language Processing (NLP) and Language Learning Models in providing data and content for research purposes. He also demonstrated various AI tools that can aid in both research and teaching-learning processes, asserting that AI's role in the future of academia is indispensable. Dr. Pandey stressed that the use of AI tools should be embraced and not dismissed as unethical, as AI is here to stay.

Dr. Aditya Kumar Shukla, Associate Professor and Officiating Head of Amity School of Communication, Amity University, Madhya Pradesh, delivered a session on facilitating literature reviews using AI tools. Dr. Shukla shared his experiences with various AI tools for conducting literature reviews and discussed the importance of evaluating AI sources for credibility, relevance, and ethical considerations, such as plagiarism and data privacy. He cautioned against relying solely on AI tools and encouraged participants to combine them with traditional research methods for more effective and accurate outcomes.

The valedictory session of the program commenced with a prayer song and a welcome address by Dr. Subhashini, Coordinator of the Centre for Machine Learning and Intelligence (CMLI). Dr. E. Indira, Assistant Professor of Visual Communication, presented a detailed report summarizing the five-day program. Dr. M. Sri Hari, Associate Professor and Head of the Department of Communication and Media Studies at Bharathiar University, Coimbatore, delivered the valedictory address, emphasizing the importance of AI tools in academic and research activities. He shared his own experiences with AI, acknowledging its potential to improve outcomes, while stressing the need for caution and prioritizing originality and creativity. During the feedback session, participants shared their positive experiences, and it was revealed that many had used the AI tools discussed in the program to prepare their feedback, demonstrating the practical applications of the tools. Dr. V. Jayashree expressed her gratitude to the organizers, coordinators, and participants for their contributions to the success of the program.

In conclusion, the capacity-building program successfully provided participants with valuable insights into the role of AI in media, content generation, and research. Through practical demonstrations and engaging discussions, participants gained hands-on experience with various AI tools, while also considering ethical concerns in their usage. The program not only enhanced participants' understanding of AI’s potential but also encouraged them to responsibly integrate these tools into their academic and professional practices.
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